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But at this time, 192 3-24, Sun's faith in Russia and in Borodin was
great. On leaving Canton for northern China, he issued the fol-
lowing instructions: "Comrade Borodin holds opinions similar to
mine. In political matters you must accept his opinions. I hope that
you will follow him just as you followed me." 15

Lenin's death occurred a short time after Borodin's arrival in
China. The First Congress of the Kuomintang, then in session,
adjourned for three days as a token of respect, and Dr. Sun on this
occasion wrote:

During the many centuries of human history thousands of leaders and
learned men have appeared, preaching beautiful words that were never
realized in life. You, Lenin, are an exception. You not only spoke and
taught, but translated your words into reality. You have created a new
country. You have shown us the road of a common struggle. You have
met thousands of obstacles on your road, obstacles that I meet oh my
road, too. I want to go your way, and even though my enemies oppose
it, my people will hau me for it . . . You have died, but in the memory
of subjected peoples you will live for ages, you great man! 16

In the lectures which he delivered in Canton early in 1924, Sun
moved still farther to the left and even accepted certain ideas and
concepts of Karl Marx, yet this was rather a temporary zigzag in
his personal evolution. In another series of lectures delivered a
few months later he was critical of Marxism.

Sun Yat-sen died in March, 1925. In his will he again expressed
his conviction that only collaboration with Russia could bring
about national independence for China. In a letter signed the day
before his death, he said:

Taking leave of you, dear comrades, I want to express the hope that the
day will soon come when the USSR will welcome in a free and power-
ful China a friend and ally, and that in the great struggle for the libera-
tion of the subjected peoples of the world, both allies will march to-
ward victory hand in hand.17

The Communist International, for its part, honored Sun Yat-
sen in a manifesto "to the popular masses of China":
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